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SUBJECT: ALLEGED HIJACKERS FROM VAM CO-24 

REF: A) SINGAPORE 2097 B) STATE 130559 C) HONGKONG 6550 

1. THE SIX CREW MEMBERS AND ONE PASSENGER ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
INFANT SON WERE INTERVIEWED IN ACCORDANCE WITH REETEL C BY AUBREY 
VERDUN, VICE CONSUL AND JAMES M. BAILEY, IMMIGRATION OEFICER. 

THE CONSULAR AND IMMIGRATION INTERVIEWS TOOK PLACE ON MAY 
25, 1978 AND ON MAY 30, 1978, RESPECTIVELY. THE CONCLUSION 
INDEPENDENTLY REACHED BY BOTH OEFICERS WAS THAT THE JIJACKING 
OF THE VESSEL DOES NOT COME UNDER THE PURVIEW OF SECTION 
212(A)(9) OE THE IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY ACT. 

THIS CONCLUSION IS BASED ON THREE MAJOR EACTORS: 

A) MOST OF THE GROUP IS INTER-RELATED. TRUONG VAN 

TAI, WHO MASTERMINDED THE OPERATION WAS ACTING ON THE BEHEST 
OF HIS MATERNAL GRANDMOTHER AT VUNG TAU TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE ESCAPE OF THEIR ENTIRE EXTENDED FAMILY. HOWEVER, 

PLAN TO PICK UP 150 EAMILY MEMBERS AT VUNG TAU WAS THWARTED 
BY COASTAL PATROLS, HIGH SEAS AND THE GRANDMOTHER’S LAST 
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MINUTE REEUSAL TO LEAVE VIETNAM. THE HIJACK WAS FINANCED 
BY THE GRANDMOTHER'S BROTHER WHO WAS NOT AMONG ESCAPEES. 

NONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS INVOLCED RECEIVED ANY TYPE OF REMU- 
NERATION AND ALL CLAIMED TO HAVE FLED FOR ECONOMIC/POLITICAL 
REASONS. 

B) THERE WAS NO ACTUAL PHYSICAL VIOLENCE ABOARD THE VESSEL 
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DURING THE HIJACK. 

C) ALL INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED, EXCEPT ONE, ADMITTED THEY 
WERE AWARE THEIR ACT COULD BE CONSIDERED PIRACY; AND THEY ALL 
EVINCED A DESIRE TO RETURN THE VESSEL TO THE SRV. 

THE TAPE RECORDINGS MADE DURING THE INTERVIEWS WITH MR. 
BAILEY ARE BEING POUCHED TO INS DIDIR HONG KONG PER 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. GOS, ESPECIALLY ANXIOUS TO HAVE THIS CASE RESOLVED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OE ITS FOREIGN POLICY IMPLICATIONS, 
HAS ASKED EMBASSY TO SPEED PROCESSING. TO ACCOMMODATE GOS IN 
THIS, WE WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL FOR EXPEDITIOUS HANDLING. 
HOLDRIDGE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT, BOAT CASES, HIGH SEAS INCIDENTS, VAM CO 24 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 31 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SINGAP02394 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780231-0691 

Format: TEL 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978053/aaaaabtz.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a8954698-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION HA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 SINGAPORE 2097, 78 STATE 130559, 78 HONG KONG 6550 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2604784 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ALLEGED HIJACKERS FROM VAM CO-24 
TAGS: SREF, EWWT, SN, US, XC, VM 
To: HONG KONG 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a8954698-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



